THE QARA  MOUNTAINS

Death is often attributed to the spell of some suspected
witch, who is forthwith persecuted. A tribesman of Bait
ash Shaikh, who incidentally fired on us when we
approached his camels in Wadi Afar, had as a young man
killed his widowed cousin for a witch - an act which
received public approbation, if indeed it was not actuated
by public opinion; and a case occurred within a month of
my arrival, where an alleged witch had been done to death
by unknown hands. It appeared that she had long been
accused, but had proclaimed her innocence and had sub-
mitted herself to the ordeal of fire. She emerged from the
test vindicated, but even this failed to convince her tribe.
It was a case of lynch-law in its most elementary form.

Murder in these mountains, is, however, a common
occurrence. Life appears to have a low value. Blood feuds
actually divide the Qara one from another, and exist
between sections of them and sections of Al Kathir and Al
Mahra. None of these tribes acknowledge one paramount
shaikh, and their relations one with the other vary from
time, to time. They seem to regard government as a
superior tribal section.

At my camel side one day ran a Qara tribesman. The
quality of his rifle and full bandolier, to say nothing of his
self-complacency, showed him to be a man of standing, a
qubaili* Salim was his name.

As I was riding on ahead of my party he took my camel
rope from time to time to lead me along the path in the
jungle least obstructed with overhanging branches, that I
might not have to dismount.

'Are all infidels like you?5 he presently asked. 'Big red
men, with red beards and blue eyes?*

Tes,' I told him.
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